THE GREEN BRASSARD	in
standing I began the narrative of the Battle of Antietam. I
wrote with a pencil.
Smalley arrived in New York with his smudged copy, and the
Tribune printed an "extra"—the first detailed news of the
Battle of Antietam.
It was a great beat, but one which in the censored war of
1914-1918 no correspondent could hope to equal. Every bat-
tle story in this modern struggle went to the newspapers in
volumes that made the cables groan, but only after censors—
first in the field, again in Paris, and possibly a third time in
London—had examined every word, line and paragraph, with
consequent delay and often useless mutilation. There were
no battle "beats" in the European war.
When the Franco-Prussian War began, Smalley of Antietam
fame was the Tribune's London correspondent. He had been
ordered by Whitelaw Reid to place first-class correspondents
in the field with virtually no limit on expenses. The Tribune
correspondent with the Prussian army was Holt White. For-
gotten records show that White scored a clean beat on the
details of the Battle of Sedan* In one of Smalley's letters to
Mr. Reid this passage is found:
The account of Sedan telegraphed Saturday night was by
Holt White. He left the field against the remonstrances of
his friends on the Prussian staff, rode across country at the
risk of his life through three armies (Prussian, remnants of
the French, disorganized and more dangerous than all, and
the Belgians who guarded the frontier) traveled day and
night, reaching London 5 p.m. Saturday, half starved and
exhausted, only a few hours later than the first official tele-
graphic news of the surrender.
I took him to dine, then sat him down to his work here
in the office, sending every six or eight sheets to the telegraph,

